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The main cities had fallen to Israel, but 
there were pockets of Canaanites yet 
to be removed in the land. These 
chapters have to do with the cleaning 
up operation as the land was 
afec Silo occupied. This morning, we're going 
ea ee to hit a few highlights. 


Chapter 15 deals with the settling of 
Judah and the families within Judah. 
There is sort of a metes and bounds 
) kintiareser” description of how the area 
designated for Judah is divided, but | want to look at a few verses in chapter 15 before we move on. 


15 The allotment for the tribe of Judah, according to its clans, extended down to the territory of Edom, to 
the Desert of Zin in the extreme south.? Their southern boundary started from the bay at the southern 
end of the Dead Sea, ? crossed south of Scorpion Pass, continued on to Zin and went over to the south of 
Kadesh Barnea. Then it ran past Hezron up to Addar and curved around to Karka. # It then passed along 
to Azmon and joined the Wadi of Egypt, ending at the Mediterranean Sea. This is theirsouthern 
boundary.” The eastern boundary is the Dead Sea as far as the mouth of the Jordan...................... 13 In 
accordance with the LorD’s command to him, Joshua gave to Caleb son of Jephunneh a portion in 
Judah—Kiriath Arba, that is, Hebron. (Arba was the forefather of Anak.) 14 From Hebron Caleb drove out 
the three Anakites—Sheshai, Ahiman and Talmai, the sons of Anak. 1° From there he marched against 
the people living in Debir (formerly called Kiriath Sepher). 1€ And Caleb said, “I will give my daughter 
Aksah in marriage to the man who attacks and captures Kiriath Sepher.”So Caleb promised that he 
would give his daughter to whomever took the city.1” Othniel son of Kenaz, Caleb's brother, took it; so 
Caleb gave his daughter Aksah to him in marriage.’® One day when she came to Othniel, she urged 

him to ask her father for a field. When she got off her donkey, Caleb asked her, “What can I do for 
you?"'? She replied, “Do me a special favor. Since you have given me land in the Negev, give me also 
springs of water.” So, Caleb gave her the upper and lower springs. Joshua 15:1-5, 13-19, NIV). 


| always ask myself when reading any passage, why it is that God put this in the Bible. | don’t think 
there’s any deep lesson in here, but | do know that Caleb’s daughter shows a lot of the “can do” spirit 
that we've seen in Caleb himself. The nephew and the daughter were bold and had the faith to ask 
Caleb for what they wanted. Caleb was a person who no doubt had been a great inspiration to those 
around him. Lately, we have been talking about what a joy it is to be an inspiration to encourage 
young people to step out in faith and to trust in the Lord. That is an opportunity that each of us has 
every time a young person walks into our lives or into the doors of this church. We need to speak 


love to them. We need to speak biblical truth into their lives. We don't think much about the effect 
we can have on the young but it is huge. Also, this is a picture of grace in that Caleb trusts that they 
will do right with the land so he gives it to them. But then the text reminds us, 


63 Judah could not dislodge the Jebusites, who were living in Jerusalem; to this day the Jebusites live 
there with the people of Judah. Joshua 15:63, NIV). 


When this was written some of the Canaanites were still living in Jerusalem. We've seen all along that 
Israel was not totally diligent in driving out the inhabitants of the land. Some of the Canaanites 
stayed in the land. This sort of reminds me of how stubborn sin can be in our lives. It persists. It 
doesn't go away. It gets a foot hold and then it causes problems. Itis only when we let God take 
“our thoughts captive” (2 Corinthians 10:5) that we can begin to experience the victory intended for 
us. This promise is probably one of the promises that I've most claimed after becoming a pastor. For 
review, let's listen to it again. “3 For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world 
does. 4 The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine 
power to demolish strongholds. * We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up 
against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.” (2 
Corinthians 10:3-5, NIV). 


Chapter 16 and 17 deal with further divisions for the sons of Joseph. Ephraim and Manassah really 
got the best of the land. This is sort of strange because remember that they weren't even really sons 
born of Jacob; rather, he adopted them as his own. They were Joseph's sons so they received 
Joseph's portion. While we're talking about that, look up at the map and you'll notice that Joseph's 
part was now split in two, so there should be thirteen parcels of land. Do you remember why there 
are only eleven plus Joseph's part? It is because the Tribe of Levi didn’t receive any portion of the 
land. Remember we learned that their inheritance was the Lord, the God of Israel. On a personal 
note, as many of you all know, my family came originally from Scotland. In Scotland, tribes are called 
“clans.” Clan really just means “children.” My clan, Clan MacMillan, never had a clan territory. Like 
the Levites of the Jews, Clan MacMillan was a religious clan. They were dedicated to the Lord and 
served as priests, pastors, etc. My name literally means “Son of the one with hair cut like Saint John.” 
One of my ancestors must have prayed that we, as a family, would have spiritual things as our primary 
interest. Anyway, let's move on. 


16 The allotment for Joseph began at the Jordan, east of the springs of Jericho, and went up from there 
through the desert into the hill country of Bethel. ? It went on from Bethel (that is, Luz), crossed over to 
the territory of the Arkites in Ataroth, 3 descended westward to the territory of the Japhletites as far as 
the region of Lower Beth Horon and on to Gezer, ending at the Mediterranean Sea..................... [and 
again we read]! They did not dislodge the Canaanites living in Gezer; to this day the Canaanites live 
among the people of Ephraim but are required to do forced labor. (Joshua 16:1-3, 10, NIV). 


This verse kind of bothers me. | think it's a little strange that they left the enemy in the land, but that 
they then made slaves of them. They should have driven the Canaanites out, but they found an 
advantage in keeping them there. That's like us when we have some sin in our lives that we want to 


get rid of, but the fact of the matter is that we enjoy it to much to “take it captive” and get rid of it. 
This story about slaves specifically reminds me of the story of a Moravian settlement in N. Carolina 
that initially would not buy or use slaves. The Moravians were industrious, God serving people, but 
then they compromised. They ended up buying slaves to do their work, and their settlement went 
into decay. There’s something virtuous about hard work, and there was something very wrong about 
enslaving people and keeping them among them. Once the Moravian settlement did this, they fell 
into decline. Their willingness to compromise with a principle they were against, for their own 
pleasure or advantage, ended up taking them down. Let's move on to chapter 17. 


17 This was the allotment for the tribe of Manasseh as Joseph's firstborn, that ts, for Makir, Manasseh’s 
firstborn. Makir was the ancestor of the Gileadites, who had received Gilead and Bashan because the 
Makirites were great soldiers. ? So this allotment was for the rest of the people of Manasseh—the clans of 
Abiezer, Helek, Asriel, Shechem, Hepher and Shemida. These are the other male descendants of 
Manasseh son of Joseph by their clans. Now Zelophehad son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son of 
Makir, the son of Manasseh, had no sons but only daughters, whose names were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, 
Milkah and Tirzah. ..cceccececeesesseseeseseeees 12 Yet the Manassites were not able to occupy these towns, for the 
Canaanites were determined to live in that region. 13 However, when the Israelites grew stronger, they 
subjected the Canaanites to forced labor but did not drive them out completely.’4 The people of Joseph 
said to Joshua, “Why have you given us only one allotment and one portion for an inheritance? We are 
a numerous people, and the Lord has blessed us abundantly.""> “If you are so numerous,” Joshua 
answered, “and if the hill country of Ephraim is too small for you, go up into the forest and clear land for 
yourselves there in the land of the Perizzites and Rephaites.”'® The people of Joseph replied, “The hill 
country is not enough for us, and all the Canaanites who live in the plain have chariots fitted 
with iron, both those in Beth Shan and its settlements and those in the Valley of Jezreel.” (Joshua 
17:1-3, 12-16, NIV). 


The “people of Joseph” were focused on the enemy. Frankly, they just wanted the easy way out. They 
got accustomed to having the Canaanites work as slaves for them (they were becoming lazy), and 
they were focused on what they believed they couldn't overcome. They focused on the “giants.” This 
raises an interesting question. What are you focused on that is keeping you disobedient to what God 
has for you? They believed, like the ten spies forty something years before them, that they were like 
“grasshoppers” next to giants. 


We must notice that when we walk in obedience it is a daily thing. If you stop relying on the Lord and 
focus on the problems in your life, after a while that is all that you will see. If you focus on the 
problems and the negatives you will lose heart. You will fill your mind with “can’t do's” instead of 
“can do's.” Don't you see? Caleb's attitude has now been replaced by a bunch of doubters (other 
than those within his immediate influence). Unbelief is always at war with faith. It will hammer at the 
door of your heart trying to get you to rely on your experience and your emotions. Unbelief will take 
you down. Focus on God's Word that is true. Focus on God who is all powerful. BEWARE OF 
UNBELIEF. 


Many Christians get into trouble when they want God's inheritance but believe it comes without trials 
and troubles. There is a false teaching that if something is easy God is in it; and, if something is 


difficult, it is against God's will. Sometimes doing God's will is just plain hard. We can get into 
trouble when we want God's inheritance without any problems. The Israelites wanted the country 
with no inhabitants. They wanted to inherit land that had no people. They wanted the easy way out. 
Let me tell you friends, if God brings you to it, He will take you through it. 


Many of us are not satisfied with what God has given us. We always want “more.” We want it to be 
“bigger.” We want to it to “grow,” but we don’t take care of what God has already given us. Take care 
of what God has put in front of you before you want more. 


18 The whole assembly of the Israelites gathered at Shiloh and set up the tent of meeting there. The 
country was brought under their control, ? but there were still seven Israelite tribes who had not yet 
received their inheritance. Joshua 18:1-2, NIV). 


It's kind of interesting that they had been living in Gilgal and these seven tribes had never taken the 
land that was alloted to them. So, when Israel moved the Tabernacle from Gilgal to Shiloh these 
seven tribes just moved to Shiloh and camped out around the Tabernacle. The Tabernacle would 
remain in Shiloh for about 300 years. Shiloh was in the middle of Israel. It was in a central place 
where all of Israel could come to worship. Perhaps a little teaching in that is that we too should keep 
the Lord in the center of things. Where the tribes had once gone back and forth to Gilgal, they now 
would be going back and forth to Shiloh. | have always been fascinated for some reason with the 
word “Shiloh.” | guess because it sounds like “shalom.” Let's look at where we've heard this word 
before. It is over in Genesis chapter 49. 


Remember when Jacob was blessing his sons, he said, “ Judah is a lion's whelp: trom the prey, my 
son, thou art gone up: he stooped down, he couched as a lion, and as an old lion; who shall rouse him 


up? ” The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh 
come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be.” (Genesis 49:9-10, KJV). 


But what did this prophetic utterance of Jacob mean “until Shiloh come?” | investigated this a little 
while | was in seminary, and it is really interesting. The root words of the word “Shiloh” are translated 
very accurately in the NIV. Verse 10 reads “79 The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s 
staff from between his feet, until he to whom it belongs shall come and the obedience of the 
nations shall be his.” (Genesis 49:10, NIV). 


So Shiloh isn't just a place, but it is a place in time. It is a time and an event in the future when Jesus, 
the Lion of Judah, will rule. He will rule as Messiah, and the obedience of the nations shall be his. We 
know He will rule the nations, but is He ruler in your own life? We will continue at verse 3 of this 
chapter on Wednesday night, but | want you to think about “Shiloh” as it relates to you personally. 
Who is on the throne of your life? Who is on the throne of your heart? If Jesus is ruling in your heart, 
then concern yourself with your obedience to Him. Ask Him to take captive that in your heart that 
stands in the way between you and Him. Take possession of what He has given you already in His 
promises. All these things that we've mentioned this morning are “Canaan Living.” 


Let us pray. 
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